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0TTAW4,  September  8  1914. 

J.  I'.  ViNCKKT,  E«q., 

Depntj  Minuter  of  Inkuid  Bevenne, 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  hand  you  a  report  upon  ninety-three  (93)  samples 
of  «o  called  Marshmallowg  (confectionery),  purchased  by  our  inspectors  in  May,  June 
and  July  of  this  year. 

Comptaiate  have  been  made  that  various  confections  in  which  whiteness  is  desired, 
and  so  called  '<  ManbmaUows "  in  particular,  frequently  contain  notable  amounts  of 
sulphurous  Mid  and  ulphites.  It  was  with  a  view  to  asoertaininx  whether  or  not  any 
ground  in  fact  existed  for  these  comp'aints  th»t  the  eollaction  now  reported  was  made. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  dangerous  ezeew  of  sulphurous  acid  has  not  been  found 
in  any  sample.  Fifty -one  (-51)  iiamples  (ooostituting  55  per  cent  on  the  whole)  are  faaad 
to  1)^  entirely  free  from  sulphurous      '  -ind  30  others  yield  traces  only. 

Twenty-two  samples  (23  per  '">r  ecrilection)  cont  tin  disUnet  amounts  of 

sulphurous  acid;  but  in  no  case  does   ■  •  present  wtceed  one  part  in  two  Uiousand 

parts  (1  in  2,000)  by  weight  of  the  c  i  c  a.  This  amoant  is  generally  believed  to  be 
(juite  harmless  to  health,  and  is  permitu..  <nj  Jrder  in  CoBBoil  <rf  4th  last,  pabUAad 
by  this  department  as  Circular  O  lill. 

The  Order  in  Council  named  became  effective  <m  the  lltfi  May  of  this  year;  and 
de. Tces  that  when  sulphurous  acid  (in  any  form)  is  present  in  a  food  or  drink,  Uie  fact 
uf  its  presence  shall  be  declared  on  the  label.  This  condition  was  not  fulfilled  in  any  of 
til.  eases  herein  reported,  and  in  strict  reading  of  the  law,  all  samples  in  which  any 
deti  rminable  amounts  of  sulphurous  acid  were  found,  are  amenable  to  penal^. 

Since,  however  the  collection  was  made  so  soon  after  the  Order  in  GcrancU  beoams 
elVi'(  live,  and  inasmuch  as  it  is  usual  to  allow  a  reasonable  period  of  time  to  elapse 
Iwt  wt'en  the  publication  of  a  new  regulation  and  its  enforcement,  in  cases  where  danger 
tu  liPiilth  is  not  involved,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that,  so  far  as  this  report  is 
coiu  erned,  no  action  be  taken  by  the  department.  I  would  further  recommend  pub- 
licati<m  <rf  this  rqwrt  as  Bulletin  No.  292. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir 

Tow  obedient  swraat, 


A.  MoGILL, 


